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If You Ask Us . ..

Someone onece said and said wisely,
“All that lives must grow.” Just as a
tiny and seemingly insignificant acorn
thrives and merges into the mightiest
of trees, so St Anthony's Seminary has
germinated from its modest three-
room suite at Mission Santa Barbara
to a network of spotless stucco build-
ings housing 170 students for the
Franciscan Priesthood. Growing sug-
gests something which ix alive, and
our seminary is more than painted and
plastered framework. To us, it is a
living, breathing mother tenderly car-
ing for us during our preparatory
vears under her tutelage.

Ever sinee the day when S5t. An-
thony's first school bell tinkled meek-
ly through the cloistered corridors of
the Old Mission, she has been forging
ahead to greater success, Omnce, dur-
ing her career, she received what
could have been a fatal blow, the fa-
mous earthquake of 1925, But even
that could not daunt her courage, and
she arose more glorious than before.

1f you could bend back the unyield-
ing hands of time to the year 1896 and
ohserve the seminary as it was in its
infanecy at the Old Mission, you would
search wvainly for the huge athletic
feld, the complexity of tile-roofed

A BACKWARD GLANCE

buildings, the soaring tower piercing
the sky with humble majesty, the mag-
nificent chapel dedicated to Christ the
King. In their place vou would find
three meager tooms in the Mission
eompound. This was the first 5t. An-
thony’s. Tt lodged within its one class-
room,; one dormitory, and one refec-
tory twelve eager aspirants to the
Franeiscan priesthood and two ener-
getie faculty members. Fr. Peter Wal-
lischeck and Fr. Felix Raah composed
the first faculty, while the first of those
twelve to reach his goal was Fr. Dom-
inie Leon Gallardo, It was Fr. Peter’s
radiant vountenance that did most to
brighten the dark days of the infant
seminary, As founder and first rec-
tor, he guided the institution for the
initial sixteen vears of her existence,

But almost at the dawn of that year,
Fr. Peter was planning a new St. An-
thony's in the shadow of the Old Mis-
sion, Later, in 1899, a group of port-
Iy friars assembled in prayer, and the
maost Rev. Bishop Montgomery of Los
Angeles proudly set the cornerstone
in its place. After nearly two years
of continuous work, the first independ-
ent seminary building was complete,
a three-story structure of cut stone,
To Fr. Peter's imaginative eyes, it



must have seemed like a roughly hewn
mosaic set against a sky of cloud-
flecked blue. Bas-relief ecolonnades
arose periodically from  the ground
and extended to the second floor: a
small anassuming tower lent an air
of quiet dignity to the campus. St
Arnthony smiled down upon his semin-
ary from a niche in the facade, The
chapel, a focal point of any semin-
ary, was located on the wing which
extended at right angles to- the main
building. It was ornate in design and
its carved wooden altars ascended al-
most to the barreled ceiling. The old
study hall was directly helow the
chapel.

Thus St. Anthony's grew and prog-
ressed until 1921 brought the Silver
Jubilee Celebration, Fr. Peter's heart
must have throbbed faster on that
memorable day.

Then, four years later, a catastrophe
struck the seminary. It was the fa-
mous Santa Barbara earthquake of
1825, At exactly 6:44 am. on the
twenty-ninth of June, nearly every
building in town began to tremble ner-
vously., In the chapel. which felt the
tremor more than any structure on the
campus, Fr. Angelus Bold was cele-
brating ¥ass. The walls and statues
tottercd momentarily and then Ffell,
Gaps twenty feet wide appeared iu
the walls. The dormitory roof buckl-
ed; the Facade bearing the statue of
S5t. Anthony swaved drunkenly and
toppled onto the front lawn. Fortun-
ately, the two most recent additions,
the study hall wing and the kitchen
annex, were spared,

The seminary lay in shambles; but
she arose vicloriously. For within two

vears there stood brightly against the
backdrop of the La Cumbre Moun-
tains a rejuvenated St Anthony's. The
first Hoor of the administration build-
ing served as a foundation for the
new upper structure. You can still
see the line of demarcation which
separates the old stones from the new
stueeo.

Then there came an extension which
made St. Anthony's a landmark here
in Santa Barbara. That is our chapel
and its adjacent tower. Long before
the fatal year of the earthquake, Fr.
Theophilug Richardt, the fourth ree-
tor, dreamed of a new chapel and ad-
joining tower which would serve as
a suitable house of God and to which
the seminary and the whole province
could point with just pride; The
earthquake almost made his dream a
necessity, and in 1028 the Oratory of
Christ the King became a reality. Tt
is made of poured concrete and the
parallel ‘marks of the boards which
served as a frame for the cement can
still be discerned. The paneled eeil-
ing is a blaze of bright colors blend-
ed into a harmenious whole. By far
its most outstanding feature is, how-
ever, the reredos, Extending almost
to. the high roof, it depicts all the
chief mysteries of our faith from the
Holy Trinity to the Eucharist.

Nevertheless, even with this majes-
tic chapel, the seminary, as Fr. Theo-
philus planned it, was not complete.
He wanted to construct an edifice
which would lie east of the adminis-
tration building and. would be a du-
plicate of the study hall wing. But
this project wis not to materialize un-
til two decades later.

One more important addition was
made to St Anthony's in 1939, when
they constructed the senier dormitory
wing to relieve the congested state of
the older sleeping quarters. In that
same vear, the top foor of the study
hall building was removed. Fr. Louis
Schoen, who was rector at the time,
supervised the work. IF there is any
pname which is synonymous with St
Anthony's, it is that of Fr. Louis, who
labored here for the first bwenty-one
vears of his priestly life, It is often
said that Fr. Louis, with his dynamie

energy, made St. Anthony's.

Not long ago, Very Rev, Fr. Provin-
cial dedicated our new wing. At last
the physical aspect of St. Anthony's
as Fr. Theophilus designed it became
a fnished reality, Fr. Peter Wallis-
check would certainly rejoice could he
see his seminary today, a miniature
city, housing, feeding, and protecting
170 students for the Franciscan priest-
hood, nurturing the Padres of tomor-
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The Editors

Danger! Seminarians At Work

"Twas The Week Before Dedication

“Hey. Joe, get a move on, will you?
We've got to get this Hoor polished.”

“Okuy, but as soon as were finish-
ed I'm going to work outside a little.”

For about a week before Dedication
Day all the seminarians worked —
serubbing floors, waxing hallways,
polishing windows, chopping down
trees, clearing away rubble, and
planting a multifarious selection of
Aowers and shrubs.

By Saturday night all the floors in
the seminary glowed in polished arcs
left by the waxer. After hours of push-

By Stanley Damberger '3l

ing brooms, swinging mops, applying
wax, and coaxing the old waxer, we
left the floors luminous with a “new
look.” The windows glistened in the
sunlight with a rebirth of hrillance.
The inside was not the only thing
that needed a rebirth; the work outs
side was as varied as it was within
The avocado trees in front of the
administration building had to be eut
dowi. They held tenaciously to life,
but finally the biting of axes and the
ripping of saws felled them. Regret-
fully we saw them go, although I
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